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Tuesday, 10 May 2011

Where are the new Junctions?

When St Pauls Unlimited let you know the results of the junction consultations in early 2011, we also estimated work might start around April/May 2011.  Since no work has started yet, many of you are wondering what’s going on.

The development work on the three junctions, Drummond/City, Drummond/Ashley and Brighton/Argyle are all linked by the same legal process.  That means if an issue is raised on one of the junctions, it has to be solved before work on any of the junctions can start. Two issues have delayed the start and this is what we can inform you:

Issue 1 - Wessex water objected to the trees residents wanted in the original application because of potential root damage to their sewers.

· Those issues are being resolved now, but they have delayed the start time.  At this point we are still very hopeful that each junction will have a tree on it.

Issue 2 – There is a set budget that can be used for these works and our goal has always been to make sure the works deliver as many of the community preferences as possible. 

· There are a few companies that can do the work, but only one that can do a good job within the budget.  

· This company is in high demand so they are busy and can’t start the work this month.

· We could hire another company but then we would have to sacrifice a lot of the design features the community asked for.  Using the other companies would mean residents would have to settle for junctions that do not meet their design requests.

· We decided that, while a delay was unfortunate, it was more important to get the junctions right.  
The result is, in order to get the junctions that local residents want, there has to be a delay in the start time of the project.  At present we think this means that work will start in early autumn.  As soon as we have specific details of start times we will make sure to share them.  If you have any question or concerns please get in touch with the office staff and they will update you.

With Love and Respect,

Maryanne Kempf

Chair
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